
PHIL 201-003 – Introduction to Philosophy 

Department of Philosophy 

Portland State University 

Winter Quarter 2018 

MWF, 9:00-10:05 am 

Karl Miller Center 385 

 

Instructor: Ashlie Meredith 

Email: ashlie4@pdx.edu 

Office Hrs: MW 10:30-11:30 am, or by appointment 

Office: CPS 010 *ID card required* 

 

ABOUT THE COURSE 

“For various reasons most people get so caught up in everyday affairs that their 

astonishment at the world gets pushed into the background… a philosopher never gets 

quite used to the world.  To him or her, the world continues to seem a bit 

unreasonable--bewildering, even enigmatic” 

-Jostein Gaarder Sophie’s World 

 

“We philosophers do not simply create new ideas and ideals ex nihilo. Rather, we try to                

articulate and refine those that the intellectual dialectic of the culture has ripened. To              

employ a Socratic metaphor, we philosophers are the midwives assisting in the birth of              

new cultural notions and associated norms. In doing so we help to change our culture’s               

worldview and ethos”  

-J. Baird Callicott “Environmental Ethics as Environmental Activism” 

 

In this class we will read both classic and contemporary texts covering some of the main                

disciplines and questions of philosophy. We will examine how philosophical arguments           

work and how to analyze and write about them. We will subject our own beliefs to                

philosophical scrutiny and learn how to think and discuss philosophically. 

 

TEXTBOOK 

Various readings made available on D2L 

 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS 

Attendance 

This course relies heavily on group discussions explicating the material. Therefore, when            

it comes time for exams and papers, attendance will be correlated to your grade              

regardless of an official attendance grade. However, your dedication to attending class            

will help you earn a percentage of your final grade. You are permitted 2 absences no                

questions asked, after which each absence will cost you .5%. 

 

Reflection Responses 

There will be two reflection responses in which you will be required to write down your                

own thoughts on the subjects most recently covered in class. These will be worth 15%               

each. 



 

Quizzes 

There will be two, non-comprehensive quizzes given throughout the course. They will            

cover the terms and concepts most recently covered in class and be worth 15% each. 

 

Final Paper 

The final paper will require you to compare and contrast two differing theories, analyze              

and critique a reading, or argue for a superior position in a debate. This will be worth                 

30% 

 

GRADING SCALE 

The course grade will be based on 100 total points, distributed as follows: 

 

Attendance 10% Exam 2 15% 

Reflection Response 1  15%  Reflection Response 2 15% 

Exam 1 15% Final Paper 30% 

 

COURSE POLICIES 

Excused Absences 

If you are going to be absent for an extended period of time due to illness, family                 

emergency or religious observance, speak with me as much in advance as possible.             

Please be ready to provide proof. Absences for university required events will also be              

excused. Exams are scheduled far in advance and cannot be missed or made up unless               

prior arrangements are made with me. 

 

Arriving late 

We all know how to get where we need to be in a timely matter. However, emergencies                 

do happen, so if you’re going to come to class late, please do so QUIETLY. 

 

Late Work 

Late work will not be accepted unless arrangements are made with me in advance due to                

extenuating circumstances, illness, family emergency, etc.  

 

Electronic Devices 

Did you know you can turn your cell phone to “airplane mode”? Your phone can stay on                 

but it won’t receive any calls or texts! Please no cell phone use in class. Laptops are                 

allowed, but keep in mind that checking your Facebook is extremely distracting for the              

students next to you. 

 

Accessibility 

Students with disabilities who need reasonable accommodations are encouraged to          

contact me and the Disabilities Resource Center as soon as possible.  

The DRC is located at 116 Smith Memorial Student Union and can be reached at 

(503) 725-4150 (phone); (503) 725-4103 (fax) TDD or Relay: (503) 725-6504 or email:             

drc@pdx.ed  

 

mailto:drc@pdx.ed


Plagiarism 

PSU, like most other universities, has a policy of NO TOLERANCE for academic             

misconduct such as cheating and/or plagiarizing. Students caught doing either will face            

disciplinary action including possibly–but not limited to–failing the course.  

For information as to what constitutes plagiarism visit: 

http://library.pdx.edu/diy/avoid-plagiarism 

 

SCHEDULE* 

All Assignments are to be read before class of the day they are assigned. 

Week 

1 

What is Philosophy? 

Jan 8 Null 

Jan 

10 

Philosophical Questions Activity 

Jan 

12 

Deductive Arguments 

Week 

2 

Reasoning 

Jan 

15 

**NO CLASS - MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR DAY** 

Jan 

17 

Induction & Fallacies of Relevance 

Jan 

19 

Fallacies with Unnacceptable Premises 

*JAN 21 - LAST DAY TO DROP WITHOUT W* 

Week 

3 

What Exists & How Do We Know It? 

Jan 

22 

History of Philosophy 

Jan 

24 

Plato’s Republic 

Jan 

26 

Descartes’ Meditations on First Philosophy I & II 

Week 

4 

What Exists & How Do We Know It? (Cont.) 

http://library.pdx.edu/diy/avoid-plagiarism


Jan 

29 

Quiz 1 

Jan 

31 

Hume An Enquiry Concerning Human Understanding 

Feb 2 Hume An Enquiry Concerning Human Understanding 

Week 

5 

Does God Exist? 

Feb 5 Anselm’s Ontological Argument, Descartes’ Meditaion III 

Feb 7 Aquinas “5 Proofs for the Existence of God”, Pascal’s Wager 

Feb 9 Steven Law - “The Evil God Problem” 

Week 

6 

Free Will/Determinism 

Feb 

12 

Holbach - Of the System of Man's Free Agency 

Feb 

14 

Nagel - Free Will, Stace - Compatabilism 

Feb 

16 

Reflection Response Due, Harry Frankfurt “Alternate Possibilities and 

Moral Responsibility” 

Week 

7 

Existentialism 

Feb 

19 

History of Existentialism 

Albert Camus “The Myth of Sisyphus” 

Feb 

21 

Snow Day 

Feb 

23 

Jean-Paul Sartre “Existentialism is a Humanism” 

*FEB 25 - LAST DAY TO WITHDRAW* 

Week 

8 

What is the Meaning of Life? 

Feb 

26 

Thomas Nagel - "The Absurd" 

Susan Wolf - "The Meaning of Lives" 



Feb 

28 

Susan Wolf - "The Meaning of Lives" 

Plato "The Apology" 

Marc

h 2 

Quiz 2 

Week 

9 

Ethics 

Marc

h 5 

Aristotle "Happiness" as a companion to Aristotle "Nicomachaen Ethics 

Book II" (Read just the summary but the entire text is there for those who 

are interested). 

John Stuart Mill "Utilitarianism" 

Marc

h 7 

Immanuel Kant - "Metaphysics of Morals" 

Marc

h 9 

James Rachels "The Challenge of Cultural Relativism" 

Week 

10 

Feminism 

Marc

h 12 

bell hooks "Feminism" 

Marilyn Frye “Oppression”  

Marc

h 14 

Marilyn Frye “Oppression” 

Audre Lorde - "The Uses of Anger" 

Marc

h 16 

Reflection Response Due, Peggy McIntosh “White Privilege, Male Privilege” 

Week 

11 

Final Exams 

Marc

h 20 

FINAL PAPER DUE 

  

GRADES DUE 

March 27 

  

*Schedule subject to change 

 

 


